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The sacred well of Chichen-ltza
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•DOTTED throughout the Maya country of the Yucatan Peninsula, in Mexico, are thousands of wells called cenofes. The Mayas used some of the wells only as sources of water, but others they considered sacred.
The best known of the Mayan sacred cenotes is the well of Chichen-ltza, a great city whose name means "the mouth of the well of the Itza".
The cenote of Chichen-ltza, a "well of sacrifice" into which human beings and objects of all kinds were thrown as offerings to Chac, god of rain and water, was first explored by Edward H. Thompson, a U.S. consul, between 1904 and 1907, in the first planned underwater dig.
The edge of the well is 27 metres above the water, 16 to 18 metres deep, under which lie some 10 metres of silt and mud. With a diameter of roughly
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60 metres and walls slanting inwards, the well is difficult to descend.
Most of the objects recovered by Edward Thompson went to the Pea-body Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology in Harvard University, U.S.A. Some of the artifacts, traced
to their place of origin, indicate that the Mayas traded with Aztec tribes as far north and west as the Valley of Mexico, and as far south as present-day Colombia, Costa Rica and Panama.
Objects brought up include symbolic figures carved in jade (now preserved
